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Ye Faithful 
Readers, 


Welcome to Freakie 
Magnet #15! 


Wow, 5 years and 
15 issues later! Now 
that Freakie 
Magnet is produced 
completely by me at 
home we are back 
on a faster production schedule. 
About 40% of the subscriber base 
responded to the request in 
FM#14 for $5 to cover that issue 
(if you are reading this you are 
one of those intelligent, 

thoughtful people) so let your 
friends and others who might be 
interested know that #15 is out. 


‘A lot of really interesting stuff has 
been coming in with several new 
contributors knocking at the 
Freakie Magnet door. This 
pleases me to no end since I love 
to get new material. Thanks a 
million, without you I have 
almost nothing to talk about (uh 
huh). 


I attended the show in Atlantic 
City last October which I have 
reported inside. Mr. Duane 
Dimock returned the favor and 
visited me and my family here in 
(Connecticut for a few days after 
ithe show. That was a lot of fun 
and Duane left surprise presents 


all over the house! 
Thanks Duane! My 
turn to visit San 
Diego! 


More and more 
cereal items appear 
for sale on ebay, 
and prizes are 
especially cheap. 
Good boxes 
continue to pull 
good prices and 
there have been more than a few 
great ones lately including Fruit 
Brute, Frankenberry, Freakies 
and Fruity Freakies. If you are 
not on ebay buying stuff you are 
missing the boat. I wonder if the 
supply of prizes will dry up? 
We'll have to watch, wait and see. 


i 


‘complex 
concent 
ren, 


It would be really great to hear 
from you via email or otherwise! 
Remember to update your 
classified ads, they’re free so why 
not? Thanks for your nice letters 
of support for Freakie Magnet, 
looks like it’s gonna be around 
for a long time. Enjoy the rest of 
the ‘zine! 


KEVIN 


The Freakie Magnet©2000 by Kevin Meisner is a Cereal Fanzine 
for everyone! Address all inquiries to: Freakie Magnet, 27 
Glen Crag Place, Uncasville, CT 06382 Phone: 
860-848-2050. Email: Meisner65@aol.com. Single Issues may be 
obtained for $5.00. Back issues available, prices increase as the 
numbers dwindle. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. The “Freakies” 
name, characters and logo are copyrighted by Jackie End and are 
used with permission. 
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CRUNCHY NUGGETS 


Dear Kevin, 

Freakie Magnet #14 came as a big 
(and welcome) surprise. This issue was 
another great and fun read. I like the 
trade-off in “production values” - lots 
of color is better than slick paper any 
day. I’m not a box collector myself and 
focus on premiums but I love looking 
at cereal box art, and the Freakie 
Magnet delivers just that! Thank you! 


Mark Best, Bloomington, Indiana 


Hi Mark! As you can see I’ve upgraded 
papers making this issue closer to thick 
and glossy. Quality is important to me 
so expect more improvements! Thanks 
Sor writing! 


Dear Kevin, 

It’s so great to have the good old 
Magnet in my hands again! As usual, 
#14 kicked butt! Loads of great 
information! And the colors - the 
printing - top notch! The internet is a 
great tool, but I'd rather have my 
Magnet handy to refer to over and 
over again! Thanks again for the 
Magnet and for keeping me in mind as 
a Freakie Fanatic! 


Sincerely, 
Mike Howlett 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


What can I say! Thanks Mike! 


Dear Kevin, 

Enclosed is $5 for this issue and 
the next - I’m sure it’ll be a 
great issue. I liked all the cool 
Monster and the Baron von 
Redberry and Bobby Sherman 
Raisin Bran boxes too. See you 
next issue! 


Freakfully Yours, 
Steve Wann 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Glad you're still with me, 
Steve! 

Hi Kevin, 

Another great issue of the 


paper Freakie Magnet! Thanks for 
publishing all those great cereal boxes 
in color! My wife is very adamant 
about no cereal boxes in the house (er, 
she does have to put up with a lot of 
my junk, so I really can’t complain) so 
I really enjoy those color ones in the 
magazine! I'll get my subscription 
renewed! 


Take care, 
Jim a.k.a. rasharoo@email.msn.com 


Two Great new books featuring cereal boxes and premiums! On the 

left our own Jim Rash presents “Cartoon Figural Toys,” and on the 

right the one and only Warren Dotz presents “American Character” 
(printed for sale in Japan!). For info on Jim's book email 


rasharoo@email.msn.com, for info on Warren's book email 
husain@studiowestdesign.com 


Harbor Twp., New Jersey 
Thanks Jim! 


Kevin: 

Please do not send me any Freakie 
Magnets. I only collect SPORTS 
related boxes. Remove my name from 
your mailing list. Thanks. 


Ed Cassidy 
Ambridge, PA 


OOPS. 


Hi Kevin, 

I just received the new Freakie 
Magnet today and I wanted to get this 
check out to you to reserve a copy of 
the next one. Whatever the reasons for 
going back to the printed format 
aren’t important, I’m just glad you 
did! I’ve always looked forward to the 
next issue and was disappointed when 
you decided to stop printing. Anyhow . 
. + L really enjoyed issue 14. Very 
colorful! Thanks! 


Eric Stewart 
Oneonta, New York 


Hi Eric! I am glad you're glad we're 
back! Look forward to lots more! 


Dear Kevin, 
Just received issue 14. 
Great as usual! 
Enclosed is $5, 
please keep me on 
your mailing list. 
By the way, 
congratulations on 
your new son Jacob! I 
didn’t know, you're 
just a baby machine! 


Take Care, 


Coram, NY 


Thanks Joe! According 
to my wife Jacob will be 
the second and last... 
Stay tuned! 


about it? Went for over $150! 


Kevin: 


Thanks for the magazine! You know 
my business is built on PEZ, though 
what few people realize is cereal is my 
passion. Count Chocula and Cap’n 
Crunch are what I collect for the most 
part. There is something very sinister 
about a vampire selling cereal to 
children, and I love it. Keep printing 
your magazine. 


Thank you. 
Steven J. Glew 


Thanks Steve, and thanks for the cool 
cereal prizes you sent! 


Dear Kevin! 
Hello, how are you? I’m sorry for my 
long silence. I went to Osaka on 
business (6 months)! Just came back 
yesterday. Very sorry! F 
Enclosed is a money order for 
$30 - I got #13, please send me 
#14, Thank you again! 


Kentaro Henmi 
Kawasaki Kawactawa, JAPAN 


Glad to hear from you, Kentax, 
and thanks for the cool 
drawings! 


Kevin, 

Hello! Once again, it’s i 
GREAT to still see the Freakie 
Magnet in printed form (and 
the “new” style is beautiful 
and very clear)! Keep up the 
excellent work! 


Don Onodi 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Thanks, Don. Penguins RULE! 


Hi Kevin, 

Thanks for sending Freakie Magnet 
14, it’s great as always! Please keep 
them coming. 


Ann Stroupe 
Federal Way, Washington 


You can count on it! Thanks Ann! 


Kevin, 

Enclosed Please find payment for the 
next issue of Freakie Magnet. Thanks 
bunches and I look forward to 
receiving the next issue. 


Herb Hastings, Cambridge, Maryland 


Thanks for sticking with us for the past 
5 years, Herb. Your shop is the coolest 
(it’s on the way to Ocean City, MD). 


Kevin, 

I’m thrilled to see the Freakie Magnet 
back as a magazine. I love the web, 
but for something as niche as FM, I 
prefer paper. I may want to read as 
old issue long after you quit paying for 
server space! 


Robert Jordan 
Springfield, Missouri 


You’re right, I hate paying for server 


space! The internet could be a short 
run! 


Hey Kevin! 

Always fun to get mail from the 
Freakie Magnet. I was just thinking 
it’s about time to look you up on the 
internet... More fun to read a 
magazine and I like the new format - 
the color printing is pretty crisp, good 
job. L enjoyed Mikal’s article on 
what’s new - Cosmic Crunch is way 
cool, Quisp has eyen hit our local 
market. All the best! 


Jeff Merrill 
Garden Grove, California 


Whew! This is just a sampling of the 
response I got to FM#14! Thanks Jeff 
and all you Freakie Freaks! It’s 
because of your support that I still do 
this. KEVIN 


Fantasy cereal boxes! It doesn’t get much 
cooler than this! Many thanks to Kevin Wahl! 


By Kevin Meisner 


It was the 


greatest 
cereal event of all 
time. A breakfast 
feud was brewing! 
The contestants, the 
wacky space alien 
Quisp, versus the 
powerful miner from 
the center of the 
earth Quake! 
Coming soon to a 
grocer near youl 
Who would your 
favorite be? Quake, 
the earthquake 
powered cereal, or 
Quisp, the quazy 
energy cereal? A 
frenzy of great 
cereal boxes, prizes and epic TV commercials would soon follow, in what was 
destined to be the best seven or so years of the breakfast table! 


As we all know, Quisp emerged triumphant, while Quake first reduced to the form of 
an Aussie Cowboy, and next as the companion to 


(iS he ee Ret eroséi 
<O ‘ Hy eS ra A ie Se = 
ae) cereal 


enthusiast 
Duane 


o assembled a 
= |el great full 
color photo 
spread of 
Quake cereal 
boxes. One of 
the 
interesting 


things about Duane’s 7 Now you can have a Cavern Helmet 


are Ny r seat 
Ilecting habit is gy Sf) jjust like mine with a real 
covecens electric Headlamp! 


that no matter what 
passes through his 
“shop” he keeps a 
laser archive copy 
for his records. 
Other far-sighted 
collector's have 
been doing this as 
well. | have only 
recently seen the 
value of this but it is 
true (search your 
own soul) that since 
people’s tastes in 
collecting change, 
and cereal boxes are 
VERY expensive, 
most people can’t 
afford to keep all of 
them! Especially when they are as rare as Quake boxes. Some of these boxes have 
been known to go for over $800, as Quake boxes remain one of the most elusive 
cereal boxes to find on the market. So if you have expensive taste that occasionally 
changes, it is a good idea to laser your stuff before you sell it to get other stuff (send 
lasers of ALL lasers to Freakie Magnet so the rest of us can enjoy them!). If people 
like Duane and Dan Goodsell didn’t laser stuff this magazine would lack lots of 
material. It would be VERY tough to track these pieces down to present them to you. 
Remember to thank these guys once in a while! 


While Quake’s life was relatively short, he remains one of the most popular and 
fondly remembered cereal mascots. As I mentioned earlier, he and old Quisp sported 
some 
excellent 
prizes, and 
quite 
frequently the 
promotions 
overlapped. 
Thus we have 
the Quake 
Miner’s helmet 
and Quisp 
propeller hat, 
the Quisp 8- 
legged 
=| Mooncrawler 
“4 and the Quake 
~| miner car 
(pictured on 
the back 
cover), the 
Quisp and 


Quake kites, 
the two-in- 


one fun bow! (SS 


(Quisp and da. 
Orange 

Quangaroos - ai 
you can find 


some 
Quangaroos 
boxes on the 
inside back 
cover), the 
Quisp and 
Quake paint 
books, the 
Quisp and 
Quangaroos 
gyrocycles 
(one of the 
most common 
and fun prizes 
- you can get a set of the two in reasonable condition for under $100!), the Quisp 
unicycle and Quangaroos soap box derby racer, the Quisp and Quake playmate dolls 
(my favorite!), the Quisp and Quake movie viewers (Quaker also did these for King 
Vitaman and Cap'n Crunch), the Quisp and Quake (and Cap’n Crunch) rings (one of 
THE most collectable of cereal prizes), the Quisp and Quake comics, and (sadly), 
matching “Vote Yes” Quisp and Quake cereal boxes. 


Personally, | find no rhyme or reason outside of a twisted sense of marketing/money 
making “strategy” when it comes to the incarnation and reincarnation of cereal 
mascots. | find time and time again that the original form of the characters and story 
lines was vastly 
superior while the 
reincarnations 
=j represent the 
futile attempts of 
the advertising 
agencies to keep 

* ") . 3 | NS | a] the cereals alive 
ree ! y) a4 when some 
Your Quake’ Mini-Movie’ Viewer 4 | Corporate survey 

- has declared them 
“dead.” How sad 
that we have lost 
the likes of Quake, 
Freakies, Fruit 
au | Brute and others 
anvove | to the corporate 


> ) What's worse is 
(e~/| the shape we find 


—— ~ 
heroes such as 


“Mini-Movie", 
Viewer 


Cap’n Crunch, Monster 
Cereals, Kaboom, King 
Vitaman, and others. While I 
appreciate the fact that I can 
still purchase and eat these 
cereals (Peanut Butter 
Crunch and Chocula are still 
rather tasty), I long for a 
return to the ORIGINAL, 
brilliant format, with the 
Cap’n at the helm of the 
Guppy with his crew, the old 
cartoon version of King yale 
Vitaman (watch for a new ROCK : 
cartoon version of the King JAULATI ES e 
that we’ve heard about), KIT 

Frank, Boo and Choc 
alongside Fruit Brute looking 
cooler and scarier than they do 
today, the Freakies back under 
their tree, etc. etc. etc. And 
while I’m at it, why didn’t they 
bring original Quake back as a 
companion to the new Quisp 
resurgence? Who do they think 
are buying these cereals for 
kids today? Hello Quaker, it’s 
US, your loyal, brainwashed kids 
of the 60’s! Don’t think for a 
second that my kid wouldn’t be 
eating TONS of Quisp and Quake 
if Quaker had done this right! 


5 ,, fllanes 


If you’ve made it this far, thanks 
for listening! Please enjoy the 
color photos of these great 
boxes, we’re very happy to be 
able to present them to you in 
our new color format! If you 
would like to purchase a color 
laser reproduction box of any 
of the Quake boxes featured 
in this issue, contact Mr. 
Dimock, who does a fantastic 
job of assembling and 
shrinkwrapping them. Catch 
Duane at 619-276-5253, or at 
buymesoon@aol.com. Duane 
also has video tapes 
containing numerous Quisp 
and Quake cereal 
commercials available if 
you’re interested. -Ed. 


THE "MYERS" COLLECTION: APRIL 1989 sy ross zenner - 


How Jon Anderson 
got $10,000.00 in 

cash, cereal boxes 
and prizes for free! 


Our latest installment of “cereal box 
discoveries" digs back a decade to cereal's 
first major finds by collector guru Jon 
Anderson - a Wisconsin native and an 
absolute expert on all things that really matter. 
In April of 1989 Jon was contacted by a 
gentleman from the mid-west who had noticed 
an ad placed by Jon in the then brand-new 
ground breaking collectibles magazine "Toy 
Shop." Jon was looking for cereal stuff and 
this fella had the goods he'd been dreaming 
about for years. 


The futurist, Ohio resident Jim Myers, had 

kept over 100 cereal boxes throughout the 

70's. Saving cereal boxes (along with Funny 

Face, Kool-Aid and other kid related food 

products) was triggered when he noticed at 
an early 70's sports card show that 
the wrappers that contained the cards 
themselves were also valuable. 
Almost 20 years later, Myers was 
ready to let go of his fabulous fortress. 
After an unusual phone conversation, 
Jon had a written list of the boxes 
overnighted to him at his Minnesota 
home - a list almost too good to be 
true. Myers told Jon that he had cut all 
the top and bottom flaps off of the 
boxes so they would fit nicely in a 
certain cardboard box he thought was 
perfect for storage (Jon can only 
wonder why the guy didn't find a 
slightly larger box so as to not have to 
alter the size at all) but he also stated 
that he saved the missing pieces but 
was unsure if they had survived since 

he had not seen them for many years. Even with the missing flaps this 

was certainly cereal heaven: Quake, Baron Von Redberry, Pink Panther 

Flakes, Quisp, Quangaroos, Freakies, Sir Grapefellow, 

Frankenberry and Klondike Pete's Crunchy Nuggets 

were just a few of the over 100 boxes that survived the 

trash heap for almost 20 years! Just as incredible was 

the fact that 99 percent of all boxes had their matching 

premiums - including mail-away items in mostly mint 

condition! Jon assigned the collection an estimated worth 

of five thousand dollars - for which Myers said he would 

sell the whole lot! Jon, not having the money at the time, 

made a series of phone calls to several cereal box 

collectors who might have the available cash. 


Scott Bruce was one of those who were called. At this 
time Bruce was finishing up conquering the lunch box 
world. He had brilliantly bought an existing lunch box 
fanzine (Paileontologists Retort), renamed it "Hot 
Boxing,” amassed hundreds of lunch boxes, promoted 
the boxes and manipulated the prices through auctions 
and by putting out the first widely distributed Lunch Box 


atm 


nO ROCK 
feet 


Price Guide, and ultimately cashed out of lunch 


box collecting entirely, making over $150,000.00. 
His plan was to apply his lunch box “success” 
formula to cereal boxes. All that was missing was 
the cereal boxes. 


Bruce had his new "Flake" magazine in the works 
‘and needed much of this collection to assist him 
‘on the path to cereal greatness. These boxes 
would prove vital to his new publication and 
parallel Cereal Price Guide (many of these boxes 
are featured in early flake issues). Thus, Bruce 
kept Jon on the phone for several days, ensuring 
no one else intruded on the find. Finally, a deal 
was struck: Bruce then sent the $5000.00 directly 
to Myers, and the Myers sent the whole lot to Jon! 


To preface how and why the deal was so 
complicated, you need to know the mindset of 
cereal collectors in 1989. At this period in time 
many of the boxes from this collection were not 
known to exist anywhere outside of cereal 
company archives. There was not even one 
known sample of a Quake cereal box to be found, 
original miner helmeted version or otherwise. In 
fact, Jon had to write General Mills to obtain a 
black and white xerox of the Sir Grapefellow and 
Baron Von Redberry boxes, as no 
one had even a simple picture to 
share! 


Ultimately then, the deal hinged on 
the Quake box. Jon and a few other 
collectors had been looking for any 


Bruce came on the scene, he learned 
that it was the holy grail and so he 
wanted it too. Jon's’ desire for the 
‘Quake box swung the deal back and 
forth and finally, Bruce agreed to 
allow Jon to keep the Quake box with 
a cereal box split of 55% to Bruce 
and 45% to Jon. As part of the deal, 
Jon had to send Bruce a 1967 
Snagglepuss Cocoa Krispies box that 
he obtained from collector Joel 
Rasmussen of Minneapolis. Bruce allowed Jon to keep ALL the prizes 
as part of the deal (since the prizes in Bruce's mind were worthless). 
Keep in mind, Jon spent no money at all on the deal 
and got 45% of the boxes and ALL the prizes! 


‘Some of the 45% of the cereal boxes Jon received 
included the following: Sir Grapefellow, Pink Panther 
RPX, Frankenberry1972 Pop Rocket, Quangaroos 2in1 
Fun Bowl, Post Toasties Monkees puppets, Quisp 
Bank, Quisp Fury Wheels, Quisp Ford GT car, Trix Blue 
box and a mass of others. Bruce wasn't interested in 
‘semi-non character boxes or doubles of box images 
and didn't care what premium was pictured on the box. 
After almost a month of Bruce pestering Jon, he sold 
Bruce the Quake box for $1500.00. Many of the other 
boxes ultimately were sold to Bruce for $100-§200 
dollars each. Jon sold and traded most the premiums, 
ending up with over $5000.00 in money and prizes. He 
also sold and traded the other boxes that Bruce didn't 
buy. Totaling up, Jon got close to $10,000 in cash and 
‘stuff and he never spent a dime, as Bruce had footed 


"| the whole bill. 


NOI KA RETA 


UNCHY, 


would have completed 
many of the boxes 


from this collection that 


Bruce now owned 

almost 100 percent 

ofl). Besides, Bruce 
‘only needed the box fronts and backs for use in his 
publications. Eventually Jon sold the flaps to Just Kids 
Nostalgia. Later, when Just Kids put them in one of his 
sales catalogs, Bruce called and demanded the flaps be 
sent to him under some right to ownership theory, 
however he never did get the flaps. 


By now these Myers boxes are all over the place in the 
cereal hobby having been around for 10 years and going 
from collection to collection. | recently bought a small box 


Several months after the purchase, 
Myers phoned Jon out of the blue 
with good news: he had found the 
missing top and bottom flaps! He 
‘sold them all to Jon for a mere 100 
bucks. Jon offered the flaps to Bruce, 
but Bruce, thinking that he had paid 
too much already, was not interested 
{at that time) in obtaining the missing 
pieces from Jon (even though this 


collection which had the actual Myers 
Quangaroos box which | then gave (and 
reunited) to Jon - along with the King 
Vitaman hologram ring in the original 
shipping box that still had Myers’ shipping 
address attached to it! As a matter of 
interest - the Quake Super Spinner box 
from this collection is the actual box that the 
1990 commemorative reprint was made 
from! You may have seen one of these 
somewhere (they show up frequently on 
ebay) - they are partially die-cut and printed 
on good cardboard - very nicely 
~ but unfortunately omitting the 
cool orange and yellow bursts 
‘on the box front - and the printing is slightly different to avoid 
any copyright problems. 


Although still a great catch by any means, in 1989 the 
Myers collection was unsurpassed and amazing! As a thank 
you for connecting us all with this great score, | award Jim 
Myers the second prestigious award known as S.0.C.K. 
(Savior of Cereal Kind). Thank you Jim Myers and Jon 
Anderson for bringing us the "Myers" collection! 


NEXT ISSUE: a new, secret discovery including the Super 
‘Sugar Crisp box from 1975 with the universal monster glow 
in the dark posters and the first Booberry box ever! -ROBB 


JON ANDERSON’S LIST OF MYERS COLLECTION CEREAL BOXES 


stingray car kit 


* = box only, no prize 
included... 


1. Apple Jacks a) coloring 
book wi scratch and sniff 


Lindberg Balloon buggy 74°; 
'b) Tony the tiger Sky ride 72 


2. Cocoa Krispies a) Iron on 


6. CC peanut Butter Crunch 
a) Treasure Chest; b) Big 
Slick gyro car; c) Corvette 


11. Fruity Pebbles a) Yo- 
Yo Action toys; b) 
Flintstone Pencil holder 


12. Pink Panther Flakes 
a) §-in-1 Spy Kit; b) R-P- 
XCar 


viewer; b) 
printer; c) 3 in 1 Space 
YoYo 


14, Post Raisin Bran a) 
Kookie Football Helmet Iron 


26. Cheerios a) Wing-O-Ring; 
'b) Around the World Flags"; 


Inflatable Rocket 71; d) 
‘Soaring Lucky glider 


A NOTE TO FM FROM KING 
JONI: Here's the list Kevin, 
the deal got more complex, 
but these boxes and the 
premiums were the core deal. 
A few more deals came out 


19. Quisp a) Iron On Designs; 
‘b) Bank; c) Fury Wheel; d) 


20. Rice Chex - § Energy 
Kites 


21. Sir Grapefeliow - Balsa 
Wood Planes 


22. Sugar Chex - Casper 
Spinner 


23. Trix a) Flying Fun Kit 74; 
b) Trix Rabbit Marionette; c) 
Fun Watch 74; d) Top banana 
tron On 74; e) Tiny Tonka Fun 
Buggies Blue Box! 


24, Wheaties a) Jack 
Armstrong Record 74; b) 
NHL Team Pennants; c) NBA 
Players trading Cards; d) 
NFL Pins 72 


Sports Cars 73; f) Hasbro 
Dial Art 


disc Launcher; c) 


Frankenberry. | was excited. 
Anyway, | did want to throw 
that extra bit in. Jon 


The Undervalued 1775 Freakmobile 


A word on the 
value of the 
Freakmobile. 


Remember when you pulled 
your first Freakmobile from 
the cereal box? It was the 
ultimate prize back then. How 
about now? 


Check ebay. Freakmobiles are 
the most common Freakies 
prize. Car after car goes 
unsold. Why? We for starters 
everyone who wants them has 
a set. No problem. They were 
so overproduced that they 
were for sale in gumball 
machin in the 1980's (see incredible 
photographic evidence above - thanks Dan!). 


Q. Why pay $5 for something | already have that is 
so easy to get? A. How about for the fun? 


Sometimes the fun leaves the hobby. Collectors 
scramble after the rare items and once the slot in 
the collection is filled, the bottom falls out on 
ebay. And it’s easy to track now since the items 
keep coming up for sale. After the “top tier” 


Another cool trip to Atlantic 
City - here’s what I found! 
October 1999 


Sadly I MISSED Lou Ann Belmont - the damn show is so big 


raham Trievel with his usual great 
his Uncle Roland Cover are THE 
1d definitely call them when in need of great stuff - 
like the following items they had on display: Kellogg’s Corn Flakes cereal 
box, Japanese, featuring the R&L Neptunes (vintage 1969, found on 
Graham's last Japan excursion, $550 if yer interested!), TONS of R&L 


Right across from Graham and Roland was Chris Serratore, 
his lovely wife and family! Chris had one of the most impressive cereal 
land Funny Face displays, both visually and substantively: Daffy Dogs 
mip, Freakies, Pop Tart stencils, Monster make-a-face cards (full set of 
four), Quake friendship ring, Quake world globe ring, Q&Q co! 
|Cap’n figural ring, Spinning Brunhilde ring, Peanut Butter Crunc 

cereal box from ‘73, Cap’n Crunch treasure chest box from the ‘60’s (full 
lof cereal!) and much more! 

Next I found Mike Paquin who sold me his last Frankenberry 
repro vinyl for a charitable $25 (thanks Mike!). Mike also had a Quisp 
repro bank that looked great as well as a super assortment of original 
vinyl figures including the Cap’n and Chocula! 

Next I bumped into the entire Gauthier family from nearby 
(Uncasville, CT. Jeff has been holding out on me since his cereal inventory 
lhas tremendously increased ( he won't tell me the locations of the best 


collectors have the items the 
bottom falls out on the price 
(takes us way back to the 
visionary interview of one 
James Koval in FM#1). 


But remember when you were 
a kid? One Freakmobile w: 
not enough! You had to have 
more. And two or even three 
Boss Moss’s wasn’t a bad 
thing. Just more to play with! 


Are we today pale shadows of 
our former selves, reacting to 
the initial thrill of 
rediscovered childhood 
nostalgia by buying everything 
in sight and then settling in for 
the long haul, content in the collections we have 
put together, forgetting the reason why we love 
these items so much? 


OK, get a mint set of your favorite cereal prizes 
that sit on the shelf. Then, buy more for play with 
your kids, or give them to other kids, or maybe just 
play with them yourself (compare price with new 
toys!). Remember Grasshopper, the true meaning 
of the hobby is FUN. -Ed. 


local flea markets but I think I found it, JEFF!). Jeff had great stuff 
including Pooh bowlhangers, Daffy Dogs, Nits, Toolie Birds, Nabisco 
dinosaurs, stretch pets, monster cereal cars, a Choco Crunch box, 
Nabisco Dinosaurs Rice Honeys box and a large variety of boxes from the 
late 1970°s and 80’s (most stolen from eBay!). 

Finally I met a few “new” dudes: Robert Sexton from New 
Jersey had an iron Booberry vinyl mold which was nasty and spooky but 
very cool. He also had Freakies figures and patches, a boxed Wonka 
chocolate mold kit featuring Quisp and Cap’n Crunch (complete), and 
Quisp gyro and unicycle vehicles. Jason Ostrowski from Chicago had Boo| 
and Chocula compartment rings, Monster Cereal mugs, Freakies boats, 
Simon the Quangaroo soapbox racer, a large variety of Moonstones cars, 
Monster Cereal stampers and Grins walkers. Nice to meet some “new” 
guys! 


Il it was another great show with fi 
entry for a mere S15 ticket! The food was ok if you could 
and it got a little crowded in the afternoon but the new convention center 
is a vast improvement over the old one. 

‘Oh yeah, a set of four Monster vinyls went to a Japanese buyer| 
for $600 - they're still buying them up so get them now “cheap” on ebay 
while you still can! I saw Japanese, Korean and even Chinese buyers at 
this show, and several I recognized from earliest AC shows! These guys 
aren’t fooling around, American Pop Culture ephemera is big business in 
the Orient. 

Missing from AC this year (or at least I missed them): Jim 
Rash (I’m sure you were there but I missed you), Dan Goodsell (stayed in 
California) , Mike Frigerio (AWOL), Robert Bruce (MIA), Brian Razzi 
(how did I miss you?), Duane Dimock (was in Philadelphia at the Wacky 
Pack convention!) and sadly Lou Ann! See you guys next time. 

The trip was worth it and the hotel in nearby Ocean City was 
cheap. And there was plenty of parking right there at the Convention 
Center! So there’s no excuse, see you there next Fall! -Kevin 


the gnar ly NEW by skal 


“The greatest cereal box of the 
Century? The one I'm still 
missing...” 


At the supermarket, Jason was ringing up the 
groceries and noticed that | was buying the TOY 
STORY 2 Honey Nut Cheerios and Lucky Charms Buzz 
Lightyear toy box. Yeah, these are cool, he said. Then 
he asked: how are you going to flatten them?... Even 
Jason saw the conspicuous dilemma of this novelty 
cereal box! 


‘The recessed plastic box contains the toy, and 
covered by a transparent film. Taped to the front of 
the box, It's an absolutely amazing and elaborate eye 
catching fancy package that every person who sees it 
agrees: THAT is a collectable cereal box. Major 
motion picture tie-t!_ Dynamic and unique packaging! 
Recognizable (sequel) characters! Recognizable 
cereals. Cool toy! 


‘Obviously, difficult to keep in good condition. If the collector flattens the 
box for maximum storability, the recessed plastic box will crush. So it will 
be necessary at all times that these boxes be on TOP of a stack in the 
storage box. Or if displayed in a treasury bag (available from comic book 
shops) on the wall, will be fine. The temptation to not collapse this box, 
because it's so new and exciting will tempt most collectors. Eventually, 
however, one will have to deal with how to carefully store these boxes. 


What about the boxes with the Toy Story 2 CD Rom attached to the front? 
What should one do with the shrink wrap? Should the cereal stay in the 
box? How much more will a cereal box be worth if the CD Rom (i.e. 8-Track 
expired technology from the late 90's) Is stil! attached to the front of stale 
20 year old Cheerios? How much more would | pay for FULL box of 
Cheerios from 1980 with a superhero offer? Yuck. Nothing. | don't save 
the cereal. | flatten the box, and if there's a sticker on the shrink wrap, | 
save the sticker, with the box, with the prize, but not the cereal. It's a loss 
I'm willing to take in the long run as the drama of: what-makes- 
this-collectable, plays out. 


Is Toy Story 2 the top box of 19997 The best box of the 
Century? Not on this list. I'm not convinced that the tape 
holding it to the front won't rot, compromise the integrity of 
the pulp box, get crushed no matter how careful we are, or 
rip when the transparent film becomes brittle. Also, Toy 
Story 2 is a sequel and lacks the initial uniqueness of a 
FIRST ISSUE (in our case it's the Toy Story video release 
boxes from 97 with the figure in-pack). Even if the 
sequel is a far superior film, collectors tend to prefer 
the “First” over the second in any race. They're cool 
“toys”, but they aren't as cool as Scooby Doo! 


#1 Count Chocula/Frankenberry/Boo Berry 

‘Scooby Doo Halloween promotion! Count Chocula 
with the foil embossed box, featuring Scooby Doo, 
Velma, Shaggy, and The Mystery Machine! On the 
front! Exclusive Scooby Doo shaped marshmallows! 
Absolutely gorgeous! Despite the fervor over the air 
brushed Frankenberry and Boo Berry being inferior 
graphically to their classic counterparts of yesteryear, | 
think they look marvelous! The Scooby Doo campaign 
carrys over to those boxes and makes the greatest trio 
of boxes this year! 


#2. Cap'n Crunch Pokemon/Christmas Crunch Pokemon is 
the hot ticket for 89, In the same way we look to the past 
and characterize the mid 90's as the year of the Power 
Ranger, the early 90's as the Ninja Mutant Turtle era, kids 
today will not be able to escape the enthusiasm they lavished 
‘on Pokemon. As we reel back in revulsion over the masses 
inability to handie it's FADS, we must acknowledge the 
collectability of pop icons. Smurfs, Cabbage Patch Kids, New 
Kids on the Block, Teenage Mutant Turtles, Pogs, Power 
Rangers, & Beanie Babies. Isn't that what this is all about? Very coo! 
graphics on Christmas Crunch of the boy and the Pokemon! Great 


graphics on the back! Much better than last year's 
Christmas Koosh promotion! 


#3 Fruity Pebbles/Cocoa Pebbles FREE CD Offer featuring 
Brandy and Cleopatra. This is a GREAT box! With photos 
of Brandy (who plays Moesha on UPN, and costars in the 
video Cinderella!) She's very hip! And Cleopatra who have 
catchy tune! Photos on the box every bit as cool as 
New Kids On The Block box would have been in 87! Th 
CD itself (and you MUST send for the free CD so buy extra 
boxes! - it really IS free!) Has great graphics of Post Cereal 
characters and good music. Very similar to a ‘99 version of 
the Banana Splits, Josie & The Pussycats 45 RPMs, or the 
H.R.Putnstuf 45 RPM mailaways. Even close to the 
cardboard Sugar Bears, Archies, & Jackson 5 cut-out 
records from the early 70's. Contemporary pop music Is. 
jways a fab collectable! 


#4 Life Cereal Pokemon. See 

above, only with a cooler 

box than Cap'n Crunch 

and Crunch Berries 

because the Life boxes, like 
Christmas Crunch, have both the boy AND 
the Pokemon. However, Cap'n Crunch Is a 
more collectable character cereal so even 
though THIS is a cooler Pokemon box, The 
Cap'n is still a better investment. 


#5 Millenios from Cheerios. Foil embossed box 
celebrating the millennium. It's so cliché it's 
probably a sure bet that collectors will find 
relevance in it. Even though it's cheap 
exploitation, isn't that what this is all about? | sure 
like these foil embossed cereal boxes! The foil 
Honey Comb box offering FREE GOLD Is so eye 
catching! But it doesn't have the historical 
significance of a Millenios! Even though | 
wouldn't be so impressed by a cereal box from 
1900 celebrating the Century! And introducing 
a new idea called “industrialization”, | would 
have to admit it's antique validity as a 
collectable. Hopefully they'll do 
this again next year with 
some kind of foit 
embossed tribute to the video re- 


#6 Halloween and Holiday Rice Krispies! I'm HOOKED on 
these Rice Krispie variations! I've only missed one in the 
nearly 10 they've done this decade! At first | didn't care too 
much because Snap, Crackle, and Pop are dorks. But these 
boxes are getting fancier and fancier! These, each have die-cut 
windows to show the cereal! Cool graphics! CUTE caricatures of 
the boys! Cut-out Millennium ornaments on the back of Holiday 
Rice Krispies are neat like the 1968 Cap'n Crunch Ornaments from 
Christmas Crunch (which, YES, hand on our tree each year!) | 
personally won't be cutting this box up to hang the ornaments, but 
it sure would be neat it | did! 


In conclusion (to the 20th Century), My favorite boxes of the 90's: 

Urkel Os, Rice Krispie Treats Mini Brain Ball, Spiderman Cereal. 
Favorite 80's boxes: C3P0s, Glow In The Dark Ghostbusters, 

Breakfast With Barbie, Hologram Freakies/Hologram 

Ghostbusters. Favorite 70's boxes: 

Pink Panther Flakes, Freakies, Lucky 

‘Charms Star Wars sticker in-pack. 
Favorite 60's boxes... | wouldn't 
know, 


Thanks for making The Gnarly 
New a part of 90's cereal box 
collecting history! It has truly been my 
pleasure making commentary on this wonderful 
aspect of contemporary cereal box collecting! "Till 
next year!... Happy collecting! -MIKAL 


FREE INSIDE 


(60'S POST CEREAL PREMIUMS wanted: 
‘Linus the Lionhearted, So-Hi, Sugar Bear, 

tetc: Halloween costumes, inflateables, puppet 
‘theatre, spring and string toys, etc. Roland 
'Coover, 1537 E. Strasburg Rd., West Chester, 
'PA_19380. 610-692-3112. 

‘ANYTHING ‘65-75: FREAKIES, Quisp, 
Quake, Quangaroos, Sir Grapefellow, Baron 
!Von Redberry, Funny Face, Otter Pops, 
‘Chattanooga Cats, The Impossibles, Banana 
‘Splits, H.R. Pufnstuf, Lidsville, Wacky 

‘Races, Monkees, Upsy Downsys, Liddle 
'Kiddles, Farbs, Hot Shots. John Balen, 3461 
‘Oak Glen Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068- 
1313 

(DASTARDLY AND MUTLEY 
ITELESCOPE and bi-planes, Post crispy 
critters snap-together plastic animals, H.R. 
‘Pufinstuf flute, Banana Splits, Quisp and 
{Quake, vintage Cap'n Crunch items 

‘especially rings, foreign Hanna Barbera and 
Looney Toons figural premiums. Any 
Underdog, Hoppity Hooper, Mighty Hercules, 
‘Funny Company. Ed Chernesky, 401-831- 
17705. 177 Laurel Avenue, Providence, RI 
102906. 

‘DESPERATELY SEEKING FLAI 

‘the sci fi issue. Buy or trade. Bob Jordan, 
11131 W. Battlefield G23, Springfield, MO 
165807. BobJordan@mail.smsu.edu 
'FREAKIES CEREAL BOXES Wanted: 
‘Looking for boxes offering airplanes, boats, 
‘comics, poster and flipnflys. Also looking for 
nabisco spoonmen figures. David Dowd 
773/244-2942 email spoonley @enteract.com 
FREAKIES WANTED: Iron-on patches, cloth 
jpatches, Hamhose magnet, boats, other rare 
'Freakies. Bud Deegan, 4404 N. Montana, 
Portland, OR 97217. 503-288-9215. 
{FUNNY FACE WANTED - fan club, buttons, 
{drink stand, packages, store displays, booklets, 
etc. Top prices paid for items I don’t have. 
‘Thanks! Dan Goodsell, P.O. box 4802, Los 
tAngeles, CA 90048. 

'FUNNY FACE WANTED - packages, books, 
hwatch, pillows, drink stand, iron-ons, store 
displays, fan club kit. Anything Funny Face or 
‘Thirst Fighters. Chris Serratore, 218 N. Main 
Street, Ambler, PA 19002. 215-628-3213. 
FUNNY FACE ITEMS WANTED-packages, 
‘booklets, drink stand ANYTHING! Also looking 
{for 2-1 Quisp fun bowl. Will pay top dollar. 
‘DAVID NEUMARK, 2306 North Sixth Street, 
‘Burbank, CA 91504. 
‘LOOKING FOR SUPER SUGAR CRISP 
*1969-70ish Mini Remco Frustration Ball. Snap- 
‘together 2 piece with tiny ball and cups inside. 
‘Lori Smith - ribbitS@uswest.net 303-432-3385 
'MIGHTY MAX MINI PLAYSETS wanted 
(especially Wolfship 7 & Doom Dragon!). 
‘Always buying and trading for Cap'n, Monsters 
1& Freaks! Also always looking for Toolie Birds! 
H 


Guy Himber, 15239 Rayneta Drive, Sherman 
Oaks, CA 91403, 818-907-8354, 
GUYHIMBER@aol.com. 
MINI SCREAMING YELLOW ZONKERS 
WANTED! Also the two red crater critters from 
the back of Freakie Magnet #6; yellow crater 
critters; wacked out weirdo gumball thangs. 
Dave & Alice, 635 Howard Place #A102, 
Madison, WI 53703. 608-294-9142. 
MONSTER CEREAL AND OTHER STUFF 
WANTED: Frankenberry Vinyl, 
Frankenberry/Count Chocula Glow-in-the-dark 
stickers ('75), soratch-n-snif stickers. Freakie 
Hambhose plastic figure, Hamhose and 
Cowmumble Freakie Magnets. Captain Crunch 
vinyl. Call/email Stewart at 510-769-8849 - 
ard@microprose.com. Thanks. 
MONSTER SCENES AURORA MODEL 
KITS WANTED (also nudist magazines), 
willing to trade all kinds of cereal boxes for 
Victims, Vampi, Dr. Deadly and Frankenstein. 
Mikal Vollmer, P.O. Box 1131, 29 Palms, CA 
92277. 760-361-3347, item@earthlink.net. 
PLASTIC CEREAL PREMIUMS wanted, 
also any Funny Face premiums or old Hostess 
characters. Ken Thomsen, 624 E. Mulberry, Apt. 
2, Bloomington, IL 61701. 309-827-2549. 
QUISP/QUAKE RINGS, OLD LONDON 
BULLWINKLE COINS, paper Funny Face 
items wanted. Jim Rash, 135 Alder Avenue, 
Egg Harbor Twp, NJ. 08234 call (609)-383- 
8099 days, (609)-646-4125 evenings. 
QUISP, QUAKE, QUANGAROOS 
PREMIUMS WANTED. Will pay cash or 


consider trades. Don Onodi, 519 Ba 
Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15227. 412-882-9656. 
R&L FIGURES WANTED. Have extras 
to trade. Ete. Box 1625, West Chester, PA 
19380-0051 scratch-x@msn.com 
TOOLIE BIRDS, QUISP AND QUAKE } 
wanted! Also Quisp rings; Cap’n Crunch 
rings; Funny Face walkers; Grins/Smiles; 
all 1960s-70s cereal premiums! Aaron 
Sultan, 3201 Arrowwood Drive, Raleigh, | 
NC 27604. 919-954-7111. , 
WACKY RACES, DASTARDLY AND} 
MUTTLEY, Archies, H.R. Pufnstuf 4 
premiums wanted. Steve Wann, 9107 H 
Covered Bridge Road, Baltimore, MD} 
21234. ‘ 
WANTED HOSTESS BOXES with H 
‘Twinkie the Kid, Captain Cup Cake, King | 
Dong etc. Brian Paichendt, 1361 W. 144th 1 

Street #2, Cleveland, OH 44102. 216-228- 

2246. 

WANTED: COOKIE CRISP boxes and 

toys, Grins&Smiles&Giggles &Laughs, 

spoon riders/bowl hangers, Andrew Yoder, 

POB 840, Mont Alto, PA 17237. 

ayoder@evn.net; 

ttp://www.cvn.net/~ayoder 

WANTED: MPC DINOSAURS - 
moschops only! Also Screaming Yellow 
Zonkers and Toolie Bird Screwdriver. Thanks - 
Mike Howlett, 101 Spring Street, Cambridge, 


MA 02141. (617) 661-0435. 


Can anybody PLEASE help 
me find any of the cereal 
premiums listed below? 


4 & 2. Cap’n Crunch Wiggle 
Fig DAVE, BRUNHILDE 
3. Dick Dastardly “M: Machine” 
Wacky Racer (complete with 
ightning bolt “fin”) 
nelope Pitstop “Compact 
Pussycat” Wacky Racer (compl 
with umbrella) 
5. Lucky the Leprechaun “Mini 
Kite” (unpunched) 
6. Alfie's Spyglass/telescope Ring 
(Cap'n Crunch) 
THANKS! 


Don Onodi 
519 Barbara Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15227 
(412) 882-9656 
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Rev up! Wateh 


DEEP INSIDE THE CENTER OF THE EARTH 
QUAKE IS DEMONSTRATING IIS NEW AND 
MACHINE TO MOTHER LODE. 
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